[image: image1.png]MARYL AN D Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., Governor

DEFARTMENT OF Michael S. Steele, Lt. Governor

- = ' NATLRAL RESOURCES C.Ronald Franks, Secretary
O . e

s













H. Robert Lunsford, Director








MD DNR, Inland Fisheries









Tawes St. Office Bldg. B-2








580 Taylor Avenue








Annapolis, MD   21401
October 10, 2006

Maureen Gallagher, USFWS

Appalachian Partnership Coordination Office

UVA-Wise Science Center 213B

1 College Avenue

Wise, VA  24293

Dear Maureen,


Please consider this letter our official support for the Aaron Run brook trout restoration proposal being submitted by the Western Maryland Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc.  We strongly endorse this proposal and have been and will be an active partner in the restoration work being done.  This project will reestablish a self-sustaining native brook trout population to four miles of stream where brook trout have been extirpated for close to a century.  In addition the project is in direct agreement with the goals and objectives of our statewide brook trout fisheries management plan, our EBTJV state conservation strategies, and with our sister agency’s (DNR Wildlife and Heritage Division) Federally mandated State Wildlife Diversity Plan.  


Aaron Run is currently devoid of fish life due to poor water quality resulting from acid mind drainage impacts.  Reestablishing a native brook trout population in this stream will create approximately four miles of new recreational fishing opportunity.  The lower Savage River, a native brook trout water and highly utilized wild trout recreational fishery, will also benefit from the improved water quality coming out of Aaron Run.  

If you have any questions in regards to our support for this proposal please contact Alan Heft (301-689-7107) or myself.  Thanks for your consideration, 

Sincerely,

Bob Lunsford, Director

(301) 898-7496


Alan A. Heft, Statewide Coldwater Management

(301) 689-7107
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